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F O R E W O R D 
 
Let me take this opportunity to extend everybody a warm welcome to Vidyasagar 

University. Vidyasagar University, a promising and flourishing University which was 
created as a state University in 1981 and whose Post-Graduate departments started 
functioning from the session 1985-‘86, originally started with 6 Post-Graduate departments. 
The University now conducts studies in 27 Post-Graduate departments, many of which are 
situated in the frontier and interdisciplinary areas of science and social science subjects. The 
University is proud of its highly qualified and dedicated faculty members, motivated 
students and research scholars and adequately well equipped to extend necessary support 
to cope with the forces of modernization and globalization in the field of higher education. 

 
Named after the legendary 19th century pioneering social reformer, social activist, 

litterateur and dedicated to the cause of the upliftment of women, Pandit Iswar Chandra 
Vidyasagar, Vidyasagar University, since its inception, has committed itself to its motto of 
shiksha, gyan, pragati by ensuring quality education and providing research and extra-
curricular activities in the best possible manner in order to spread the benefit of higher 
education in a location which is relatively backward but which has a glorious history and 
had played a pioneering role in the freedom struggle of India. During the last six years the 
University has registered its growth both qualitatively and quantitatively. Post-Graduate 
studies are conducted not only in University departments but in 29 of the affiliated Colleges 
too. The number of affiliated General Degree Colleges is 54 and the subjects offered in the 
Under-Graduate Colleges cover both the traditional subjects and modern emerging subjects 

Prof. Ranjan Chakrabarti 
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as well. There are few Professional Colleges, providing Management and Social Work 
Education, are also within the fold of the University. 

 
Vidyasagar University, situated in Paschim Medinipur, has achieved the rare 

distinction of being the only university in West Bengal to have a smart campus. Thirteen new 
classrooms equipped with smart boards and other electronic devices demonstrate that 
teaching and learning even in a remote place located at a distance from the happening city 
can attain a touch of enviable novelty. In order to promote multi-tasking and shrink 
physical distance between scholars and researchers working in this university and in 
different parts of the country and abroad, a high fidelity audio-visual conferencing facility 
is now in order.  A fully automated central library using ultramodern RFID method for 
quick accession and requisition has perked up the academic spirit. The collective endeavour 
of the varsity team has made all this possible.  
 

The entire 132 acre campus is brought under wi-fi network and security is boosted by 
close circuit electronic surveillance. Students can download a mobile app, aptly named 
Chatrabandhu, because it enables them to access important varsity notifications anywhere 
and at anytime. Introduction of biometric system to register everyday attendance of staff has 
made indispensable protocols easier to adhere and less cumbersome to manage. The 
university now boasts of a sophisticated electrical sub-station for 24-hour power back-up for 
the whole community. 
 

Among the developments made in the last five years the most significant is the 
creation of a centrally air-conditioned and wainscoted Vivekananda Sabhagriha, a state of 
the art auditorium having a thousand strong seating capacity. Erection of new buildings has 
considerably increased spatial infrastructure: creation of the Adminstrative building annex; 
new PG Boys’ hostel; the Silver Jubilee building; vertical extension of the Humanities 
Building; construction of a new wi-fi enabled International guest house; construction of new 
teachers’/ officers’ hostel; and construction of new canteen building – all these have come up 
on a steady pace without, however, compromising with the verdant ecosystem for which the 
sprawling campus of the university has always been known. A wooded part of the campus 
has been plotted and levelled into a playground. Uniformly laid with soft turf and a 400 
metres print lane, it is a one-off facility available in the entire district. 
 

Located in the heartland of tribal habitation, a part of the varsity’s research activities 
are devoted to the study and conservation of the culture and life worlds of the indigenous 
and endangered people of the country. A Centre for Adivasi studies, a museum and a digital 
archive constitute the biggest repository for tribal studies in eastern India. The varsity has 
made an exemplary venture in using modern technology for the conservation of a pristine 
heritage. 

 
The university is also one of the first among those in the country who have revised 

their regular curriculum in the form of introducing choice-based-credit-system at the 
postgraduate level. Apart from having a well-designed academic calendar and a fully 
automated online admission system the varsity has liberally supported the endeavour of the 
affiliated colleges in achieving academic independence by extending full autonomy to their 
PG courses. It has also pioneered the introduction of a five-year integrated M.Phil-Ph.D 
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programme in Biological Sciences in its own campus. The newly established publication 
division of the varsity has begun its maiden journey by symbolically bringing out an 
aesthetically designed authoritative volume of Vidyasagaar Rachanavali, the first in a 
series of three. 
 

Among the other noted facilities that have made life in the campus congenial in the 
last five years, mention can be made of a 24x7 Ambulance service donated by Smt. Mamata 
Banerjee, the Hon’ble Chief Minister of West Bengal; a subsidized meal plan introduced 
for all non-resident students in the varsity cafeteria; university bus service for the benefit of 
both students and staff; and medical insurance scheme and employees provident fund for 
health and financial security of those in the varsity payroll. 
 

In fact, Vidyasagar University has evolved remarkably in the last five years in 
terms of all round development, so much so that it has made its niche among the first 
hundred universities of the country, being ranked 87th in India and 4th in the state in the list 
prepared by the MHRD recently. Its pace of growth in the last five years is considered 
highest in the country.   
  
 It gives me immense pleasure to pronounce that the Annual Report of Vidyasagar 
University for the year 2016-2017 is now ready to be published. The Vidyasagar University 
has a mission to contribute to the society at the highest levels of excellence, through the 
pursuit of education, knowledge and progress. Each of the three elements of our mission 
should be valued, and we strive to ensure that they are. We pass knowledge to the next 
generation, and store it for generations to come. We champion enlightened and rational 
thought, and we articulate the values of humanity. The thrill for all of us working at this 
University is that every single day is a day in which we contribute to changing lives for the 
better. Substantial progress has been made on different fronts since we have brought out the 
last year’s Annual Report. This endeavour is to focus on various parameters of our 
University’s performance and to evaluate and highlight our strengths and opportunities. 
Understanding the whole issue on a broad perspective is critically important for each and 
every member of the University community. I commend all those who have worked with 
passion and commitment to bring out the Report.  
 

I wish every success in this endeavour. 
 

 
 
 
 

(Professor Ranjan Chakrabarti) 

 

 

  ______________________________ 
Midnapore 721102 West Bengal India 

Tel: (03222) 275329 (Office) / 263202 (Res.) 
Fax: (91) 03222-275329 

E-mail: ranjan.jadavpur@gmail.com 
vc@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in 
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