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FOREWORD

Let me take this opportunity to welcome you to Vidyasagar University. Created as a
State University in 1981, the fledgling institution flourished rapidly. Having begun on a
modest scale in 1985-86, with six Postgraduate departments, the University now conducts
studies in the new frontier and interdisciplinary areas of science, social science, humanities
and commerce, spread across twenty seven PG departments. The University is proud of its
highly qualified and dedicated faculty members, motivated students and research scholars,
and adequately equipped with administrative staff that are capable of assimilating the
forces of modernization and globalization in the field of higher education.

The University is named after Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, the
legendary 19" century pioneering social reformer, social activist, litterateur who was
dedicated to the cause of the uplift of the women. Since its inception the University has
committed itself to the goal of teaching and learning in higher education, ensuring quality
education and providing research and extra-curricular activities in the best possible
manner in order to spread the benefit of higher education in a location which is relatively
backward but which has a glorious history of playing a lead role in the freedom struggle
of India. Within the last nine years of its existence, the University has registered its
growth both qualitatively and quantitatively. Post-Graduate studies are conducted not
only in 27 departments of the University but also in 33 affiliated colleges /institutions
as well. The number of affiliated colleges is 59 and the number of colleges with
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affiliated courses is 13. The subjects offered in the undergraduate colleges cover the
traditional subjects as well as modern emerging ones. A few professional colleges
providing courses in management and social work also belong to this University circuit.

The Vidyasagar University has a mission to contribute to society at the highest levels
of excellence, through the pursuit of education, knowledge and progress. Each of the three
elements of our mission should be valued, and we strive to ensure that they are. We pass
knowledge to the next generation, and store it for generations to come. We champion
enlightened and rational thought, and we articulate the values of humanity. The thrill for all
of us at this University is that every single day is a day in which we contribute to changing
lives for the better.

Situated in the historic city of Midnapore, Vidyasagar University has a beautiful
sprawling and eco-friendly plastic-free campus which houses administrative departments,
post-graduate departments for teaching, learning and research, a centre for distance
education, expanding hostel buildings for both male and female students, residential
accommodation for both teaching and administrative staff, a play ground, a student amenity
centre and extension centres. The University now boasts of being one of the first smart
campuses in West Bengal. In consonance with its vision to be a centre of excellence in the
areas of teaching and research & development, Vidyasagar University’s academic structures
and curriculum aim at enhancing the students’ ability to become highly competent
professionals and global players of the future. Highly capable and experienced staffs look
after teaching and learning processes and also engaged in cutting-edge research.

The overall achievements of our University in the last one year give us a tremendous
confidence and indicate that we are moving in the right direction in consonance with our Vision
and Mission, with a firm determination. Our University has been able to champion the spirit
of progress in the academic circle of West Bengal and spread the message to other parts of
the country. But this is not the end, it is rather a beginning and we have to work harder and
harder as a team to achieve bigger and higher goals both in the field of higher education and
social reconstruction. We have to re-dedicate ourselves with absolute commitment to make
Vidyasagar University as one of the best research and innovative Universities in the country.
In a true sense, the University’s pace of growth is now considered highest in the country and
it is emerging as a Model University with modern facilities for the students.

We are going through very difficult times. The COVID-19 pandemic has hit the
world badly. The inevitable lockdown has caused a tremendous economic depression in the
country. Amidst such odds we have to rely on our strength and continue to endeavour by
making most: the uses of ICT. With courage and fortitude we have sustained our academic
and developmental instincts.

Our faculty members have put in outstanding effort in blending quality research with
pedagogic skill. They have made full use of the smart class rooms and have pulled in a

Downloaded from Vidyasagar University by 18.97.14.87 on 07 Dec 2025 : 05:50:06; Copyright : Vidyasagar University
http://www.vidyasagar.ac.in/Downloads/ShowPdf.aspx?file=/AnnualReport/Annual_Report_2020 2021.pdf



substantial amount of research funding through the year. Faculties of several departments
were felicitated with awards in recognition of their contribution to teaching and research.
Their research endeavours have attracted significant grants from funding agencies for the
development of pedagogic and research infrastructure in the campus.

This University has begun celebrating the 200th Birth Anniversary of Pandit
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar in September 2019. The Vidyasagar Purashkar has been
instituted on the occasion and Dr. Amiya Kumar Samanta, 1PS (Retd.), an eminent
Vidyasagar Researcher and son of the soil, has been conferred with the Vidyasagar
Puraskar for the year 2020.

In this difficult time, it is compelling for us to showcase the talent and knowhow that
we possess with a view to attracting greater number of collaborators in the fields of learning
and research. That does not mean that we are about to begin from scratch. Apart from the
Wi-Fi enabled Smart Campus with free internet, Vidyasagar University now boasts of 13
audio-visual Smart e-Class Rooms, RFID based Wi-Fi enabled Library, PWD compliant
campus with assistive technologies, Ragging Free campus, scheduled Bus service and shuttle
Car service, CENTREX Telephone Exchange, Placement Cell and Stress Management Cell,
Modern Garbage Disposal System in the campus and Subsidized Meals to the postgraduate
students. The only institutional setup for academic research on tribal culture and literature
within the varsity system of this state is now located in our campus as an interdisciplinary
Centre for Adivasi Studies. It maintains an Adivasi Museum as part of its archival project.
It is pertinent to mention that there are a number of remarkable feats that the University
achieved during the period 2020-2021 such as the Community Radio Station (Betar
Vidyasagar) started functioning on 26.09.2020, the newly built Mini Indoor
Games/Recreation Complex and a Concrete Cricket Pitch have been dedicated to the students
of the University on 20.01.2021 and we are extremely grateful to Smt. Mamata Banerjee,
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of West Bengal for kindly sanctioning the Mini Indoor
Games/Recreation Complex for the students of Vidyasagar University, a new Mini Bus has
been launched on 04.02.2021, the University Yoga Centre and a Basketball Court have also
started off on 19.02.2021.

In the course of these developments, however, we have not allowed our ecological
concerns to take a back-seat for a moment. Nlew green shuttles have started plying varsity
stakeholders in and around the campus. Physical transportation has not only become fast
but comfortable. We continue the practice of observing a monthly “No-Vehicles Day” and
also a “No-AC Day” on campus to cut down on the emission rate as an essential step in
preserving fresh air levels in the environment. We are waiting for the meteorological station in
the campus to report significant change in the quality of campus air. We have tried our best
to support the academic and psychological needs of our students during the stressful times
of the Covid-19 pandemic. We have also participated in the disaster management programme
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VIDYASAGAR UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
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